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The Menard County Public Building Study Group (PBSG), an advisory board appointed by the Menard County
Board of Commissioners, met on Wednesday, May 6, 2026, at the Menard County Courthouse, 102 South
Seventh Street, Petersburg. PBSG Members Dan Ortgessen, Joe Hemberger, and Steve Ozella were in
attendance. Commissioners Ed Whitcomb and Rich Brauer were present. Menard County Sheriff Mark Oller and
Menard County Coordinator Dara Worthington were also in attendance.

PBSG Chair Ozella called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.

PBSG Member Hemberger made a motion to approve minutes from March 4, 2026. PBSG Member Ortgessen
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

There were no citizens for public comment.

Members toured the future office of the Menard County Sheriff to examine and discuss the structure of the
floor. It was determined that PBSG Members Ortgessen, Ozella, and Hemberger would regroup to further study
options available to assist in stabilizing the floor.

Courthouse —

The electrical needs of the future office of the Sheriff were reviewed. Additionally, Sheriff Oller provided a
general idea of work to be completed within that area.

Annex —

It was reported that the lettering on the exterior of the building was completed along with lettering on the
doors. Directional sighage was placed inside the main door pointing out the Zoning Office and Supervisor of
Assessments Office. It was suggested that a larger sign be placed inside the main door to alleviate the
receptionist from the Farm Bureau having to provide direction. Future landscaping needs for the building were
briefly discussed.

The fire alarm system for the annex was explained by PBSG Member Ortgessen.
DCEO Grant —

County Coordinator Worthington reported that the final report had been reported and accepted by DCEO and
that the county was awaiting reimbursement.

Sunny Acres Nursing Home —

The planters surrounding the building had successfully been removed with assistance by PBSG Members Ozella
and Ortgessen. PBSG Member Ozella is working on securing a second bid for necessary masonry work needed
to make repairs as a result of the planters being removed. It was the consensus of the board that they would
recommend moving forward with the low bid.



The proposed Project Management Agreement for work to be completed at Sunny Acres was discussed. It was
the consensus of the board members to move forward with the agreement as the County Board sees necessary
given IDPH codes.

PBSG Member Ozella suggested that the facility needed professional landscaping services to complete work
around the areas that the planters were removed from.

Impound Shed —

Sheriff Oller reported that he will be gathering information on the needs for a structure to be used as an
impound shed. PBSG Member Ozella reported on the property directly to the south of the county’s parcel. It
was the consensus of the board that Sheriff Oller approach the property owner regarding the possibility of
selling it to the county.

EMS —

Coordinator Worthington reported that Randy Kinney, Project Maintenance Specialist, will be installing new
gutters and soffits at the EMS building, performing some tuck-pointing and removing the front vestibule.

Having no further discussion, PBSG Member Ortgessen made a motion to adjourn the meeting and
Commissioner Hemberger seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Dara Worthington



